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The University of Dayton

News Release
Jan. 14, 1992·
Contact: Rosemary Harty

UD GRADUATION TO RUN SHORTER;
CHANGES MADE FOR MAY 2 CEREMONY
DAYTON, Ohio-- Graduates' names will still be called individually during the
ceremony, but a number of changes have been made to the University of Dayton's graduation.
The Rev. James Heft, S.M., UD provost, has accepted a number of recommendations
from a committee formed to suggest improvements to graduation. Concerns about graduates
leaving the floor after receiving their diplomas, while the ceremony was still in progress, were
raised after last April's graduation.
The University will work with both graduating students and their parents to elicit their
cooperation in maintaining decorum at the ceremony. Letters will be sent to parents in
February explaining procedures for the May 2 graduation and undergraduates will be briefed
on the procedures in meetings before the ceremony.
Graduates will be given a diploma case after names are called, but their diplomas will
be distributed after the ceremony. The number of faculty marshals will be increased. And
special seating arrangements for students and the audience will be made.
The graduation committee rejected earlier proposals that called for the elimination of a
tradition in which students' names were read individually and they received their diplomas
from W President Brother Raymond Fitz, S.M. "I think the students feel strongly that after
four years at UD, having their name read and being able to shake Brother Fitz's hand
embodies the spirit of community fostered here," said Tom Eggemeier, vice president of the
Student Government Association.

- 30For more information, contact Patrick Palermo, associate provost for undergraduate
education, at (513) 229-2245 or Tom Eggemeier, SGA vice president, at (513) 229-4444.
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